To:  McGrath,  Shaun[McGrath. Shaun@epa.gov];  Ostrander,  David[Ostrander.David@epa.gov]; 

Ruhl,  Christopher[Ruhl. Christopher@epa.gov];  Stanislaus,  Mathy[Stanislaus. Mathy@epa.gov] 

From:  Grantham,  Nancy 

Sent:  Fri  9/4/201 5 4:34:33  PM 

Subject:  Fwd:  FYI-AP  today 


Sent  from  my  iPhone 
Begin  forwarded  message: 


From:  "Harrison,  Melissa"  <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov> 

Date:  September  4,  2015  at  10:22:21  AM  MDT 
To:  "Grantham,  Nancy"  <Grantham , N ancv @, epa . gov> 

Subject:  FYI-AP  today 


Billings  is  Matt  Brown. 

http://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/local/2015/09/03/gop-ers-sav-politics-interfere- 
probe-epa-spill/7 1 668202/ 

BILLINGS  (AP)  — Some  members  of  Congress  say  they’re  concerned  that  politics  will 
influence  the  U.S.  Interior  Department’s  investigation  of  a toxic  mine  spill  caused  by 
another  federal  agency. 


An  Environmental  Protection  Agency  cleanup  team  triggered  the  spill  of  3 million  gallons 
on  Aug.  5 while  doing  excavation  work  on  the  Gold  King  Mine  near  Silverton,  Colo. 
Interior  officials  are  reviewing  the  accident,  which  contaminated  rivers  in  three  states. 

In  a letter  sent  Thursday  to  Interior  Secretary  Sally  Jewell,  Republicans  questioned  whether 
the  agency’s  review  would  be  independent. 

It  was  signed  by  Representatives  Jason  Chaffetz  and  Rob  Bishop  of  Utah  and  Cynthia 
Lummis  of  Wyoming.  Chaffetz  chairs  the  House  Oversight  Committee,  and  Bishop  chairs 
the  Natural  Resources  Committee. 

Interior  spokeswoman  Emily  Beyer  said  the  agency  was  aware  of  the  letter.  She  offered  no 
further  comment. 
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